Building Codes Favoring Substitutes for Asbestos Cement
1. Gov. India Central Public Works Department calls for “non-asbestos cement board partitions.”   (CPWD Dehli Schedule of Rates, 2007) item 4.0, Preface, p. 5 www.cpwd.gov.in/final-dsr2007.pdf)  Update in 2012 speaks favorably of “high impact polypropylene” fibre as the non-asbestos type of fibre-cement specified. www.cpwd.gov.in/DSR2012.pdf  PP-fibre-cement is made by Everest Industries in Coimbatore using polypropylene fibers produced by Reliance.  Everest claims that Everest’s Hi-Tech sheets equal or exceed performance of asbestos-cement sheets, having far superior impact resistance. (Everest Hi-Tech brochure 011-4173 1951/52/53  hitech@everestind.com )  

2. Dy. CM Tamilnadu announced in State Assembly that asbestos-cement sheets in primary schools in rural areas will be replaced with “country tiles” after meeting with a delegation  from Building and Woodworkers International.   (Apr. 28, 2010 carried in local Tamil language newspaper and subject of att. BWI memo June 24, 2010)    
3. PK Tripathi, Chief Secretary, Delhi came to dinner after medical conference in Maulana Azad Medical College in New Delhi hosted by Dr. TK Joshi (98-106-39658).  When I approached him about asbestos he replied, in the presence of Dr. Joshi and Dean AK Agarwal, that asbestos was banned in Delhi and assured me that documentation of this would be provided.  (Dec. 8, 2012)

4. China prohibited use of asbestos in siding and wall materials for construction as of 1 June 2011.  Chinese national standard GB50574 cited in MN Courtice et al., “An updated review on asbestos and related diseases in China” Internat J Occup Environ Health 18: 247-253, 2012).  The same Table 2 notes that China, the only country in the world that uses more asbestos than India, banned asbestos in automotive friction materials in 2003.  (This paper can be provided upon request from International Ban Asbestos Network "Laurie Kazan-Allen" lka@btinternet.com or Barry Castleman barry.castleman@gmail.com 

5.  World Bank guidance note on asbestos instructs that asbestos building products not be used in Bank projects.  Where Bank projects involve work in structures where asbestos is present, conformity with internationally recognized standards is required.  Barry Castleman assembled this guidance note as World Bank consultant. http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTPOPS/Resources/AsbestosGuidanceNoteFinal.pdf 
6. Kerala State Human Rights Commission (KSHRC) order dated January 31, 2009 recommendations are: a) The State Government will replace asbestos roofs of all school buildings under its control with country tiles in a phased manner. b) The Government will take steps to see that the schools run under the private management also replace the asbestos roofs with country tiles by fixing a time frame. c) The Government should see that in future no new school is allowed to commence its functions with asbestos roofs. 
